Kester Brown is an exceptional person, and this is an exceptional autobiography. He has covered a remarkable field, from the earliest beginnings, the medical course, experiences in Canada, and his ultimate destination, Australia, where he is so widely known. He has made his mark in paediatric anaesthesia (as Director of Department at the Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne,) in education in the Australian Society of Anaesthetists and the Faculty (now College) of Anaesthetists, and latterly in the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists (of which he was President for [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] . Hence his self-chosen identification as a "world anaesthetist" in view of his range of travels both during his childhood and training and later in his roles in the World Federation. He has divided his book into five sections based on major parts of his life and interests. Woven into the text is a remarkable series of anecdotes, many historical, of people he has met and worked with, both locally and in many parts of the world.
He devotes a substantial section to his clinical and research interests, revealing his capacity to seek new and interesting aspects of cases arising during his regular clinical work. He reflects on his techniques of teaching, and offers many suggestions for his reader to consider about anaesthesia, teaching and the organization of a department. He reflects at some length on his involvement in the College and Society of Anaesthetists (which has named a major lecture in his honour), and his substantial contributions to the World Federation.
He has shown remarkable ability to involve others in so many of his projects, including the preparation and editing of this book, as evidenced by the acknowledgements. He has been astonishingly industrious, as commented by John Roberts, Editor Emeritus of this Journal, in his Foreword: "Kester has packed more productive activity into his lifetime than any three or four of us average mortals." The book will take its place among the distinguished list of those that record the lives of anaesthetists who have influenced many others with their work. It will appeal to his many friends and associates who wish to recall the events they have shared with this exceptional person, and those who admire his diverse and interesting experiences and contributions to anaesthesia. N. CASS Melbourne, Victoria 282 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 33, No. 2, April 2005 
